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SPEECH. 



Mr. CLWGMAN said; 
'< ' Mr. FjiRsmuNi': It is my purpose to speak to 
day of the condition of the country, as conncctei 

with agitation of the slavery question. I shall di 
■ i . this with perfect frankness, and with """ "" 



mpending evil in- ascertained . 

; and a remedy suggested. Having carefully stu- 
died the subject during the greater part of my 
. political life, and from different points of view, I 
' intend to express my onliuot.s seriously, and as 
"Sj fully as the occasion stinis to require. 

before, speaking directly to the merits of the 
subject, 1 shall devote a f,:w minutes to a prelim- 
i:uiry qt:< s'.ion. It hiis been contende 1 that tin: 
Democratic narly is rcspousiaic for the anti-sin- 
'f tlie North. A retrospect i) 



n the war of 1812, had brought it into discrcd'd 
and disgrace with the American people. Its lead- 
ers, with a view of recti v; nai; the popular favor, 
and through it the control of the Government, 
seized upon the occasion of the application of 
Missouri for admission into tin: Union, and, by 
appealing to the anti-slavery feeling of die nnnbern 
States, created a sectional party powerful enough 
to prevent, forti time, the admission of the State. 
During the struggle, a provision waisadoplcd that 
slavery should never exist in the territory west of 
Missouri iijjj norm of the line of latitude of 3b" 
30". Though this arrangement « as riisLasteful :.o 
tin 1 South, and by many regarded as dishonorable 
and unconstitutional, it was ncquesccd in for the 
■ sake of peace. And when, in 1845, Texas was 
annexed (o the Union, by the Democratic party 
mainly, this Missouri line was < x tended through 
it, and slavery, which li^nMy existed in every part 
of that State, was abolished and prohibited 'north 
of the line. 

When, subsequently, territorv was acquired 
from Mexico, toe Democratic party, with but few- 
exceptions, attempted to apply the same princi- 
ples lo it, and extend the .boe of 3(i° 30' through 



It. The proposition was again and again brought 
forward by the di-tbiguishod Si nater tVoni Illinois 
[Mr. DouoT.sfJ nnil i. lie- rs, and as often rejected 
hy the combined vote of the entire Whig party of 
the North, and u portion of the l)cniot:mts oftijul 



id opted by the coin promise m 
of 1850. 

In otlier worths, it was '.hen established, in sub- 
stance and effect, (hat the people of the Territo- 
ries, free from all congressional legislation on the 
subject of slavery, should regulate it for them- 
■'-■- subject only to th- 1! nidations of IbcOon- 
n of the United States, as interpreted by 
rrts of the country. This selilenient. like 
tb.: proposition for the extension of the Missouri 
, was resisted by the great botly of the norlh- 
Whige, who were for ibelVilmot proviso and 
against the extension of slavery in anymode. It 
was also opposed by the southern friends if iht 
Mhsouri liar., who preferred that system lo con- 
gressional non-intervention, and who. still cher- 
ished the hope (hat it might be adopted. In the 
final straggle, they were reduced ro n dozen soul.li- 
ei-r, Senators ami tidily (Lcprcscntatncs, of whom 

1 call the atlenlion of Spnators to another strik- 
ing fact in this connection. It is charged no ton I v 
by the northern Opposition, but also by the south- 
ern opponents of the Democratic party, lhat it is 
responsible for the alleged evils of congressional 
non intervention and the disturbances of so-calied 
'■■'iliirillcr scrcreignlij'' in die Territories. I affirm 
that, in 1850, when this system was adopted, it 
was sustain... il by i.ne r'.-yresi ntaticcsof the south- 
ern -Whigs with ibe. greatest unanimity. I was 

exception to this remark, for I ' n 



already my separation from the organ 
the Whig party. I repeat that the sou 

position of tlin.t day, under the lend of Mr. Clay, 
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en ted at the Kaah- 



such Senators and Rcpresenimives from the Soui.li 
as were in that day denounced as vllras andjfire- 
r.aitrs, because of llifjir not ad opting the [jrincEfili: 
of congressional mm -in ti?r vi.-is t i-jji in lieu of the 
Missouri lii'i!'. When these farts .in' i-emeui'ie-rcd, 
will iho present southern Opiiosition and its or- 
gans continue to assail the Democratic party for 
an act which they ihcmsclees . arnestly and uni- 
tedly concurred itir Can t/irutake ihe ground that 
it was right to abolish the Missouri line, in order 
thai free' States should he. made south of it, but 
thai it should not, m like manner, be obliterated 
to place ihe Sooth on ai;ei[uiil fooling north of it? 
After a majority both o!" the South and of the 



■and Whig 



c.ongressioili 

posed it nr.iuiesc. il.aral lb" llr-llVH-i 
conventions of 1-5-! both sanction.' 
When the Territories of Kansas 
wen; admitted, the Democratic party applied the 
same principle to thum; and, in so doing, found 
it necessary to repeal the old Missouri restriction, 
in order that then- niigiil be no iiifn-vciitini by. Con 
grrss to control m :.:iv way tin: inhabi trans of (hose 
Territories, Were iliey not committed to do this, 
in the strongest ami most emphatic terms, bytlieir, 
platform and (heir late action as (o (he Mexican 
territories, while ihe "Whig or Op position conven- 
tion had professed, in its platform, to huveaia|ui- 
esced in the same principles ? But it is said that 
both parties hud declared themselves opposed tu a 
further agitation of the slavery i]«eii;ion. So they 
had; but there wasa jjicij'ir phiig: ii; favor of. 
grcasional non-intervention in the Territories; 
ihe carrying it- out ought lo have produced 
agitation whatever, and would not in a healthy 
slate of public opinion in the North. The Dem- 
ocratic party could not honorably avoid doing 
what it did;" and wouid have- been liable 
charge, had it failed to do this, of shifting! 
ciplc.s from time (u I line, and so shaping its 
as to favor u oe iftie-ientiun when ii wo., I el thcrchy 
admit free States into the Union, anil of going fur 
c(ijt:ri-tssiuiirt( itit>:rvmi[un, on 1.1 1 e other hand, when 
it might thereby- prevent the format! 
holding State. 'Had it (idled to mail 
ciples Oil this occasion, it would have been justly 
(.■Moused to this charge. Their opponents tn the 
North, however, on the repeal of the Missouri 
restriction, raised at once an immense clamor, 
ah owing tlir.i their friendship for a an -intervention 
was only pretended, and that they had acquiesced 
in the measures of 1S50 only because they created 
a free State si.iulb of liip !<0', and did not intend 
the principles to lie applied in a ease in which, by 
any possibility, the South might carry its institu- 
tions north of'this line. We all knuw that, prior 
to 1854, they as regularly and vehemently de- 
nounced the Missouri 1 compromise as they have 
since done the Kansas iniquity; hut as soon as il 
was proposer] to repeal this restriction to carry 
out the' principle of congressional non-interven- 
tion, they suddenly became the warm advocates 
of this same Missouri line, and deplored its re- 
moval. From the first to the last, they allowed 
themselves to be t'rec-Soilers, and determined to 
exclude the Hoiuii from all share in tin: public ter- 
ritory of the Union. While the Kansas bill was 
pendnij;, they threatened to hire men to occupy 



that Territory; and did, in fact, send bodies of 
armed ruffians to hold it by force, constituting, as 
the Senator from Illinois [Mr. Douglas] said, a 
military occupation. This movement provoked" 
retaliation ; aad the strife thus occasioned was re ■ 
ferrcd to by them as evidence against the policy 
■■■-"--■■:-- By the same effort on their 

........ jght, with as much jus- 

, have attempted lo disci"i;ii die principle of 
Slate sovereignty. In fact, they refer to Ihe late 
"nvasion of the Stat.! of Virginia, by some of their 
imployes, os an argument against the state of 
society prevailing in the South. 

It is undoubtedly true, however, that in conse- 
quence of (lie repeal of the Missouri restriction, 
true and patriotic mini were dei".:uc(! in the North 
by Frec-S oilers and Abolitionists. When the 
Democratic party had '.he manliness and ihe s laics ■ 
maiiship to reform the currency system in part by 
the adoption of the sub-treasury plan, it sustained 
seven; losses fur a time. In the mure arduous un- 
dertaking of [ilacin.; the slav erv question on a per- 
manent and solid basis, with reference (o the action 
of the Federal Government, it has had to encoun- 
ter, perhaps, greater difficulties. I am not sure, 
however, that it would have been as much weak- ■ 
cued, but for accidental circa instances which it 
could not foresee. During the excitement arising 
out of the repeal of the Missouri restricl inn, there 
occurred that singular organisation called the 
American party, -which carried a majority of al- 
most every one of the northern States. It severed , 
during this period of excitement, and permanently 
■sepaj-liied from the Democratic party, many who 
won id otherwise have relit rie-d to it. On its sud- 
den eoilnose, most of its members m ■ he liee States 
united with a few outside Abolitionists and formed 
tiie present Black Republican party. Hut for tbese 
occurrences, I have no doubt that the Demorratic 
party would have, ere this, recovered its ascend- 
ency in several of the northern States. 

Hat again, Mr. President, when, in the year 
1857, ILobert J. Walker was made Governor Of 
Kansas, he publiciv declared that the climate of 
that Territory fitted it only to be a free State; and 
also assured ihepeoplc that the whole constitution 
should be submitted to them. This position was 
eiietleinncd generally in the South as amounting 
to f.:-.-erutivo interference, or intervention with the 
right of the citizens of the Territory to decide 
these rpir-itiions for themselves. By Way of de- 
fense for Governor Walker, it was said that a 
number of southern men had expressed the opinion 
that it would tie afrce State. J'Aeryolic saw, ho'w- 
ever, that if Governor Walker had' taken the other 
side, be might, with even more plausibility, have 
declared that Kansas ought to be a slavcholding 
State, because it was on the same parallel of lati- 
tude wiili Missouri, Kentucky, Virginia, Mary- 
land, and Delaware, all nf which were slavchold- 
ing States; and this position of his might have' 
been fortified by any number of declarations of 
prominent Free-Soil'ers and Abolitionists, to the. 
effect that, under the Kansas act, that Territory 
would inevitably be a slaveholding State. Thcen- 
lire South. almo'si, condemned bis position, there- 
fore, as unfair, am! an unjusi exercise of F.xecu- 
tivc influence in the Territory, It so happened, 
however, tiiat, for months, the paper at the seat 
of Government, and others suppOEsd'to represent 
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thu vicwsof the President, sustained, in the strong- 
est and moat cmmiutic lerms, [lie position of Gov- 
ernor Walker. Almost Lbi ■.- entire Democracy of 
the free Stall's, die re fore, took thi^ groupd in .sup- 
port of what they unrfcrsiood lo on ibe views of 
the Administration, and assured their follow-citi- 
zena that the people of Kansas were, to have the 

privilege of voting (111 the whole Constitution (if till! 

State. 

But, towards the close of that year, tin- i-.on v.-lj- 
tion of the Territory <l cc ulcii 1.0 .submit only the 
slavery clause eti [Sic voti rs gin orally. Tlic Pres- 
ident, ihereforc, recommended (lie admission of 
the State under the consi.iidiiou so adopted. That 
this recommendation of" hi- was right. 1 nuver 
doubted; because I think it has becii fully settled 
by the usages of the Suites, :.li:u iheircnnu'iitions 
may submit or not. (is liicy eh on so, either the whole 
or a part of their constitutions to a vote of the 
people. Ncvorthi-lces, ibis oosiiion heiu-r incon- 
sistent with that which had been so generally 
taken in the North, many men who zcalously 
eustoined it were afterwards defeated at home 
because of their parly having been previously 
cominillcd Lo n different line of policy. I know 
thai many southern men who had no doul.it that 
the action of the Kansas convention was theo- 
retically and as a matter of constitutional, .law, 
right, nevertheless i-egrelu.-ii that action, because 

it had liit! ap| -ai.ee 01" seeking to avoid an op- 

(loil.eoitv ("or a fair expression of (.lie popular 
will. While we held thai Congress had no right 
to interfere with the action of the Territory in 
this respect, yet we felt that the issue was one 
whi.'.h was injuring our friends in the North, and 
could not possibly benefit us. If there ever had 
been any chance of ii.s bccomiiig a slave Suite in 
fact, the course of Governor Walker had al ready- 
cut that off by carrying over nil the officials and 
their influence in the Ti rritory to the side of the 
Free-State party. With no purpose lo can cen- 
sure on any one, I nevertheless frankly refer to 
this as a circumstance for which the Democratic 
party, as a whole, are. not justly responsible, but 
which aided ■*(!' anti-slavery party, as at prcsenl 
organized. On a survey of the entire ground, I. 
maintain that il will appear thai. I.lie action of the 
Democratic parly fur the last fifteen years on the 
slavery question, has been wise, patriotic, and 
statesmanlike. ' 

I proceed, however, lo the c.e.n si deration of the 
great question before tin- country. Immediately 
after the presidential oe.cboii in 1859, I met the 
veteran Secretary of Suite, [hen a Senator from 
Michigan, oa tin! floor of the Senate, and in reply 
to an inquiry as to how he was, be answered: 
"Well in health, but depressed in spirits. Sir," 
Haiti he, " I formerly [ho ogbt that the Union would 
never be dissolved; I ..til I am moe not without pain- 
ful apprehensions of adiff. feat result. They say 
dial the excitement in ilie North has grown out 
of the Kansas bill. A hundred Kansas bills would 
not have produced this result. Tics.! people mean 
to abolish slave rv in yours. cdou,. You may think 
(.hat they are not fanatics; but the misforiune is 
[hat they are. "You will gain codiieg by making 
to them concessions; yiii, cannot '.hereby help us; 
but you will ruin yourselves. By staniiji;;. linn, 
you can at least protect yourselves." 

His words made ihe deeper impression upon 
me because they wen; in accordance with my own 



the muttorings of 'the distant thunder and the wail- 
iuirs of the coming storm are. loudly heard, none 
out a false sentinel will proclaim n r.alni. Emi- 
nently futile, too, and mischievous, are declara- 
tions of southirnmen against agitation and in favor 
of" anion and harmony. When a man is threat- 
ened with violence, will he stay the hand of the 
assailant by proclai using his love oT peace? When 
a country is invaded liv a public enemy, can the 
inhabitants protect, themselves bypassing reso- 
lutions in favor of peace and harmony? All the 
world regards such things hs evidence of weak- 
ness or cowardice, and as only calculated to slim ■ 
u'.ate the invaders. "When Ph dip of Mace don waa 
threatening Greece, Ins hI:-«-:l partisans recom- 
mended repose and quiet, and denounced Demos- 
thenes as a political agitator. Il was in the midst 
of men who were crying otu "peace! peace! "that 
Patrick Henry thundered that there was " no 
peace!" If the Aboliio.mi.sts in the North could 
be induced to abandon agitation on (lie subject of 
slavery, it would be well; but. they reject with de 
rision the suggestion, ami become only more inso- 
lent as southern men cry out the louder for quiet 

When, some twenty-five years ago, ihe a bol il ion 
society al Boston, under the lead and guidance of a 
(hiiish subject, attracted public attention, though 
u declared distils purposi s were men '.v peace fu', 
and intended to persuade men to liberate the 
el.ii ■ ■■!. vri so iusiguiliia.ii! in numbers waa it, that 
the can i.ii date fur Congress in (hat district refused 
to reply to its buerrogatories, or to give any 

Sledge.- us lo his course on the subject of slavery . 
'or this he was complimented by 1. [arris mi Gray 
Otis, who, neve r : he less, said with prophetic sa- 
gacity: 

I .1 . I ■!> ...i.l, i M ,1 ..,'. I., :■ il". 'rlj'-'r,, |.|,.|| 

v Iier. Khimld be augmented, and the success they mui- 

ilpiitc lealiicr. hi iiiiikiiii' (iios.-li Irs. Imiv -. .ii-iii.l ;.ui 



Though few in numbers, the Abolitionists went 
resolutely and actively lo work. 

There was a. strong feeling in favor of liberty 
pervading [he public, mind generally, while its 
ultcmion had never been called to the specific dif- 
ferences- -physical, mental, ami moral-. -existing 
i id wee n ihe while man and the negro. The point 
or operations select! (1 was one remote from negro 
slavery, where the people were igueranl of ils 
ac(ual features, ami thus lined more easily to be 
imposed upon. In that vicinity, too, were the 
remains of old prejudices agaln.it the southern 
section of die Union. The efluri of (he A bnliiiou- 
isis was directed (o the corrupting of knowledge 
at ita fountain heads, by the diffusion of publica- 
tions ilii-ee.ied to that end. Its first fruits were 
seen in its influences on women, preachers, teach- 
ers, and professors, persons of 1 = v . ■ I y sensihili- 
ti.-s generally, not so much accustomed to deal 
with mailers of fan, more easily deluded by cun- 
ningly-devised soon isms, and more frequently aer- 
ing from the influence of te. lings. Soon abolition 
- ----- appeared in booka of education; got 
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possession of schools, colleges, and churches 
lis powers increased, ila efforts were multij 
until it covered the land with its publicat 
Some twelve mo to -is ago, ii was slated in then 

a era that one o(" [lie an li -shivery urgatii/.utious 
resolved to circulate, during the following 
year, in the Slat..; iif.Viv York, one million of "» 
tracts. Can such an uinnuol c-f 1 1 r : r : i ■ . 1 1 multcr 
thia, CO naming, ;-ik it dors, of 3i:^-i-ii:rniB:y wrilt 
misrepresentations and falsehoods, fail to prod u 
some effect r Rememb! r that this is repeated from 
year w year, ami aided by hired and voluntary 
lecturers, speakers, and preachers. .Abolitionism, 
to a great cxrenl. piTvntb-s cho literature of the 
Tree Stales. So strong is Ihe feeling against sla- 
very there, that the writers of novels anil plays, 
to secure the public patronage, exercise their—'" 
in imagining at. i.but can be conceived as won 
human nature, and represent il ad a true type of 
the state of society in the South. The built of the 
newspaper press, too, in the North, is anti-slave 
Such is the character of tin: entire press of 
dominant party there, and of a large portion of 
the neutral and r.n'e.iuu:. paper;.: while apart 
of the minority, or Democratic press, avoid; 
subject as much aspossiiile, instead ni" attempting 
to stem the current. Tbouah northern city papers 

are much read in the South, on the contrary 

papers have little or no circulation in the H 



:, to the fact that tliey are engaged largely 



pz . _ r . . 

in southern tratlo. Rut t!:.. median::'-, nt Mussa- 
ch use its are jus? as much interested ,a rid yet they 
are intensely ue. I i sin wry' in their feeli ugs. Tile 
true solution, I think, will In.- found in the fact 
thai these cities are the resort of so many south- 
erners; that nor slate of society is thereby better 
understood, and cannot be so successfully dtfamed. 
The same reason applies to the free States on the 
borders of l.iie sla vc holding country. It is 
. as the Aiiobuiuiisis n'lcge, tout llteir causer 
are so much blunted iluil they r.annut. appreeiaie 
the. evils of slavery ; bet simply bemuse they do 
understand it, that ihey cannot In: imposed upon 
iu- the falsehoods of the anti-slavery writers. In 
addition to this reason', the western riiules have a 
large miiux of .southern emigrants. While Ver- 
mont is intensely abolitioni/ied, Xew Hampshire, 
adjoining it, is less so. This may be areounteti 
for from the fact that New Hampshire was ori- 

5 imdly strongly Democratic. and its press resisted, 
icrcf'orc, in some c.\ a-nt, ihe s in 1cm i.: ills of the 
Abolitionists. Had not '.New Hampshire, been 
a fciiiall Stat., and surround; d with adverse in- 
fluences, she wotiid probably not have been over- 
powered. 

The anti-slavery movement his gone on with 
increasing strength, uniil it has educated a large 
portion of tile northern people to entertain feel- 
ings of hostility to slavery and the southern 
States.- The movement has progressed inde pe mi- 
en >!y of political occurrences, bui it has occasion- 
ally been accelerated or rdurded by them. For 
example: in lfcijfi it wus v.eukeoetl somewhat, 
partly by the gnu-, discussion at '.hat time, which 
enlightened somewhat the pepular mind, and also 
by tin; peculiar character el' the legislation of the 
period. California was admitted as a free State, 



with boundaries reaching l'ir south of the Mis- 
souri line, and giving the North the majority in 
tliisbody; while the principle of non-intervention 
applied io Utah and New Mexico, was regarded 
as a fruitless abs! reel ion, the ."■■neral .opinion pre- 
vailing that, to use Ihe words of Mr Webster, 
the law of God had excluded slavery from Ihe'm. 
As io ihe fugitive slavelaw.it was seen -.hat it could 
practically, like its predecessor, ihe tie; of PPt.'t, be 
rendered a nullity by Slate action and individual 
resistance. It is a great mistake io suppose that 
ihe repeal of the Missouri restriction in J:.i:"i-1 pro- 
duced the present auti sluverv organization. In 
I BIT ant! 1*13 the House ol" fcepresenfi lives, by 

nd Ihl 
done in accordar, 
stituents. Prior 
been divided by this 



of the Whig party in the free Statea. 
was so influential in effecting this result as the 
Senator from .New Vorh. hi a speech delivered 
during that year in Ohio, the object, in part, of 
whieh was to induce the anti-slavery men tojojn 
the Whig party rather than the Btimile.-pluiform 
Free- toilers, he uses such expressions as these. 
I call the attention el" yeiial.or.-i purtiofllarly to 
them, because I ahull have occasion to refer to 
I hem again presently: 
■■The luily in" lieediiia seeks complete and universal 

" Slavery la Ihe 

them all; of note 

v. re it ori.-.l .■;irni.ili.:i:ll:irr.:.i-;ii:e us,.. am mad li-epiv .on! 

line.- ■!::iie.-.:oi.l till- ■.-!,; o.i | Hi. l. b ■eneii: a universal liahlt. 

Millies, ol'tiieiielu h-iei !'.• a! [inuciplrs- -V" American 

iSm-.e li[n yet delivered ilself entirely from riir-e lialid-. 
We. i„ New ¥nri., ;.,-,■!!, ill vci^iviiiv soil!, v i.ulcioldin : 
Hie right uf sulftnge I'oip; lie- an a v.e have .■ I:. ti: .• i -i.io- :l . 
' '- '-- guilty in the nun.: way liy :'. system of 



in the Constitution of the Hi 

and It is written also, In violation of Horn 

skull surrender tin; fugitive s" 

no-side I ■■..■!. : u, r.-li-ulles- ]• 

taiiis-a because tuny have be. ... 

words ; and y our eretcideil l'ree 

merit fur maintaining tliesiMnijeaikd ipsiraiit 'c. n. ularen 

i.ll!ellli,e,- il.,.1 In II, e „;■;.:■.„, ;:l .-,1, .;>;„-;. Doc, ,„il , ill tlll.s 

prove tail Hie U'lil;; leulv ai.v e, pi i. ; , .-. i i li tin: spirit u'' 

'.lie age; [l:;n. i: is ;i . ton- null l.Oiieiil Iu liieuifi lordiril :ei 



■vie. Iik«s i-eiie;e'i'u' ,-:.i- 

seer. V<„,!« pel ;,l these 

" " ar as liousehoid 
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n- can be done. Slavery CO 

nited tu us niesciu tiiiilinls. It can J>:: tuuehoiaied. Il 
le and mual be abolished, and vou and I eon and muil 

. The [n.sk is sirmd^ and ce.-y, us Us ee p su nil I union 
lie beneficent and il- rewards shliinus. it reqnires 

reliise '.'mI-' 'riia: we .-an a; any t line, because :u :l,;Ltpi-e 
i':-h: nine iind op tail [i:ul ■ nl.T "ci-nsion we cannot do 

" (;il.:lf.iisrai:ei:si;.-t.-ri:iisi: :,"s-ilelities." * * 

- hut ive iiin-1 lniL'ii. ,|..-e|):;i- e:id l-.iwi i l.eie tin- eniup;, 
-itliei null eoeilijisil.u;: o'' ee-liiee, or pel:.-,, wlieiein rill 
strength and seenrityof slavery lie. Vou answer that tt Ilea 

lions and laws of slave holding States. Not a; ail. I; en 
iu lie; i.Tione.iin 'em.aieiii nl'Liie Ameriean p.:n:;!e. C.or.- 
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ought not lo he relinquished. 1 ' 



" I knnw that you will tel 

thuLT.I!.! I'il-.li I' if INI' Cilll.iL 



Such efforts us this were persevered in from 
time to time, in 1S50 lie made that speech in 
"which he proclaimed thai there was a " higher 
law" than the Cuus'iuii.ion, for which lie received 
the emphatic, d en a nidation of Mr. Clay. His sub^ 
sequent efforts jia'. e been in this same 1 i : K; ; ami 
at Rochester more recently lie endeavored to ren- 
der the slaveholders «f the South as odious as 
possible, and declared that ihci'c was an " irre- 

Cressible conflict" between the free and tin: slave - 
aiding hhttes. Tn stimulate the northern people 
to attack us, he affirmed that unless they abolished 
slavery throughout ilic entire (south, we would 
extend slavery over all the northern States. In 
substance he says, to protect themselves they 
must destroy our social and political system 
When a man says linn there is ua i:ro;.ircssish 
conflict between him and me, anil that my hear! 
or his must fall, lie proclaims nlmS'lf my (A i:d /;(:>■( 
tnemy. It avails nothing if he even adds that he 
intends to act quietly and legally, but that my 
head must, fall to save his own. Tn (he present 
instance, the Senator se.A .s that it is for the Si noli 
to liecirlc whether jss sysl- m of society shall 
destroyed piM.eeahly or by ■' i-iokncc." lie 
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(1 Whig party was abolition! zed, and 
members, with the aid of accessions from the 
Democratic ranks arid Abolition societies, h; 
constituted that political organisation which 
day threaten:; the < xistence of [he Republic. It 
claims for its;.'.f (he nume of R- riu'diean partv, 
and by its opponents is designated as the Black 
Republican parly. The la' l.cr designation is proper 
to distinguish it In on the old Republican party, 
whose "intake and superscription" it seeks tc 
counterfeit ; andaiso lj< iiui:.- i-solfort.s are entirely 
directed lo advance i.lie black or negro race. 

What aie '.ho principles of this |iar!y, as indi- 
cated by its declarations and lis nets : it has but a 
srmglc principle, and thai, is hnsiilii.y lo negro sla- 
very in the United States. Some of" its members 
have called it a party fur human freedom; but this 
is a mistake; for though there are jn the state of 
slavery in different parts of the world, men of 
all races, yet it has manifested no sympathy for 
any but the r,cgro; and even to mgr'i slavery, it 
seems indiil'eii nt nui.-.ido of Lue United States. 1 
maintain ii. has no principle whatever, but hostil- 
ity to oegro slavery in the Uni'cd States. A man 
might lie for or against i.hc l.anl", the bank, the 
land di.-tilliiiliiin, or internal improvements; he 
might be a Protestant or Catholic, a Christian or 
biStl'd; hni. if he was only actuated by an intense 
feeling (if hostility to negro slavery, or, as (hat is 
interwoven with the social system of. the Sooth, 
if itwereonlv known that he. was anxious that 
the Federal Government should exercise all its 
powers for the destruction of the southern States, I' 



that man would have been accepted as a good 

ii ie in be r of the Black Republican party. 

But while all the members of the party are ac- 
tuated by this principle or feeling, they differ as 
to tile particular steps or measure to be taken. The 
most moderate of them say Uiey an; merely op- 
posed lo the extension of slavery, arid therefore 
they a:c iVr prohibiting it in the Territories, and 
opposed lo the admission of any other slavehold- 
ing States. The Senator from Vermont [Mr. 
Collameh"] said not long since that (his was his 
position, that he was for confining slavery to its 
present limits, so that in' time it might cease to be 
profitable^ and in thai way hi; extinguished. As 
this position is t:.:;eu by many men who claim to 
be moderate and conservative in their views, let 



slaves wdl increase in numbers to that 

slave labor will in time be so abundant that the 
supply will exceed the demand; and that the own- 
ers will, from choice, set them ;vr:<: rather than be 
a( the expense of maintaining them for their la- 
bor. Bet it be assumed for illustration that it 
cosis ten cents to fced and clothe a slave: then if, 
owing lo the groat number of slaves who exist in 
the Territory, their labor would be worth less 
than ten cents per day, undoubtedly it would be 
an advantage for the owners to line rate them. But 
remember [hat when the iaaor of a negro should 
he worth only len cents, that of the white man 
woo hi likewise come down lo iliis price. There- 
sub, therefore, is, that population is to be'ciowded 
in tiie South to I hat extern that every laborer is 
to lie reduced to the stan ing point, as it was in 
Ireland during the times of the famine. Now, I 
would ask tin; Senator from Vermont this ques- 
tion in all candor; if a system was proposed to 
be instituted by which his constituents were to 
ho reduced lo the starving point, and thus crushed, 
would lie counsel them to await such a result: 
or would he not advise them lo stand fkob unuek 
before they were destroyed? As there are already 
four million slaves in the South, when their num- 
bers roe increased many times, no one will pre- 
tend that they ever would be removed. The plan 
is to keep the negroes and so eh whites as arc com- 
pelled to s'ay ;sn::j (hem down at the starving 
point for all time. And (Ms is the policy of the 
most moderate and conservative of the Hlack 
Republican party. 

There are ot lue's of (hem who say, that in addi- 
jn te. this tl:.' i'ngilive save ::iw must be repealed; 
slavery abolished in the District of Columbia, the 
forts aed arsrmds, and wb r.'ver theUoited Stales 
has exclusive jurisdiction. Others of them con- 
tend likewise that the slave trade between the 
States must be abolished, and also the cl. 
trade between the States. Other classes 



however, stand on the same ground of the & 
ator from New York, [Mr. Sewakd.] He says 
that slavery has no "constitutional guarantee" 
which may not be release.d and ought not to be 
lelieijuished; that "circumstances determine pos- 
sibilities;" thai, they must stand ready "to do 
everything when ami on every occasion that we ■ 
cant" and that " whenever the nubile mind shall 
will ilie abolition of shivery, the' way will be open 
for it;" that "it can be and must be abolished, and 
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cautiopg against sudden charge and disaster, it 1:c hevri 
on by violence, La .alt that remains for you to. jkciilee' 

He also declares lhat lie will go with those who 
can show him lie fastest road to effect tin: object. 
Such is the governing principle and spirit of the 
party, to use all the power they have, or can by 
any possibility acquire, for the abolition of slo 
very. 

When we look to the acts of this party, in whf 
attitude is it presented? It has made the who] 
newspaper press subject to ita control intensely 
hostile to the southern section of the Union. Such 
is the power of the public press that it was 
to keep England and France for centuries 
state of hatred and war with each other. . ... 
a few weeks since, to prevent a collision iiflwocn 
the two counincs. lliu Emperor of France pub- 
licly checked the press of his own county; and 
yet the fiercest articles in the French journals 
were moderate in comparison with the general 
tune of the anti-slavery press towards '.he South. 
This party, too, sends up representatives to the 
two Houses of Congress from time to time, who, 
neglecting all the public business of the country, 
devote themselves to preparing and reciting de- 
nunciatory harangues against the southern Stales. 
Some years ago, an intelligent fort-unier, who 
happened 10 hear one of these tired, sin this body. 
expressed h'is astonishment at the quiet manner 
in which it waa listened to by sou;her;i Senators, 
fie declared that if, when a einmpean congress 
had met for business purposes, a similar course 
had been taken, the congress would at once have 
been broken up. In our State Legislatures, such 
things, if they occur, arc soon stopped by per- 
sonal collisions. In Congress, out of deference 
lo sectional feelings, there js no attempt to check 
suchmenaschooaetoembarkin Lbe trade of heap- 
ing el- iLi.'niuer of obloquy on our constituents. 

This am: -slavery party lias torn to pieces most 
of the great Christian associations of the coon try; 
in spite of all the L-esisiunrc which the esprit du 
eorpjand Christian chanty prevailing among them 
eould present. It has stricken doVn every pub- 
lic man in the North within its reach, v> ho has 
shown a willingm ss '.o ndmiiiisicr the Constitu- 
tion fairly in relation to slavery. 

Whenever it bits obtained the control of the 
Legislature, it has caused themjto pass the most 
stringent acts for the nullification of lhat clause of 
the Consii lotion which provides for the return of; 
fugitive slaves. When, man v years ago, the State 
of South Carolina threatened to nullify a law of 
Congress, ihe whole Union was thrown into a 
state of the greatest excitement; hut so common 
nave these proceedings become in the free States, 
that they now scarcely excite a remark when 
passed. 

This party, too, has organized societies, and 
hired agenta to steal and carry away slaves from 
the southern States; and when a gang of twenty 
or more is taken off at a time, it id made, a matter 
of public rejoicing; and their papers boast of the 
perfection of the- underground railroads, and of the 
millions of dollars' worth of property that they 
have taken from the South. 



The Federal system, instead of giving ua pro- 
tection, only affords our enemies immunities and 
facilities for attack. Instead of being a shield, 
the Union has been converted into a sword to 
stab us the more deeply. 

It is idle for Senators to say that a majority of 
the people of their States are nut in liiv-or'ot' these 
unlawful proceedings. If only one man out'of 
every hundred should be a tbief, and the other 
timely-nine should not restrain them, by legisla- 
tion or otherwise, this minority of thieves would 
be able to steal all the property in the community. 
If*socictics were formed in Massachusetts to steal 
property hi Connecticut, or New York, the Le- 
gislature anil pi;, .pie of Ihe Suite would doululess 
take steps to restrain them. This is done even 
wiili reference to foreign countries, to prevent war 
between them. American citizens are punished 
for going into Canada (o disturb that British com- 
munity. 

If societies were formed in Canada for a similar 
purpose, and were, in fact, to steal an equal amount 
of property from New Filmland, .Vow York, Ohio, 
nml other northern S-.alcs, to wh.it is carried away 
by the Abolitionists from the South, we should 
be involved in a war with Great Britain in less 
than sii months. What would be the feeling of 
those border States, if Canadian orators should 
boast (hat their societies had robbed them of 
00 worth of their property, just as they 
now say they bold i.bat value of southern run- 
away siav; s : Tlut men who combine to plunder 
the people of the southern States, so far from 
being punished, are, in many of the fr.ee States, 

aged by the legislation there. 

ing the last session, the Senator from New 
York- [Mr. Seward; introduced aproposition for 
additional legislation to prevent the foreign or 
lirioan slave trade to the United States. In lc08, 
Congress passed laws to prohibit that trade, and 
■ '- e that time, u period of more than fifty years, 
u as I know or have reason to believe, the 
has been violated but in a single instance. 
What other (aw on your statute-book haa been 
-■ well kept? 1 repeat, what law haa Congress 
;r passed, which there was a temptation lo 
violate, that lias been so well 'observed? That it 
was not broken often, i, not owing to any want 
of opportunity. Northern, as « e'l mk foreign ships, 
iiuve been engaged in the trade, and the extent of 
the southern coast affords much greater facilities 
for tin.- introduction of sieves I ban does the Island 
of Cuba, lino which large, numbers are annually 
carried. This law has not been broken, smiply 
because the peonle of the S-ciutli icivc not willing 
to violate it. Now, sir, let me stale a case for the 
consideration of the Senate. Suppose, instead 
of what has actually occurred, the State of Ucor- 
where some negroes were landed, and a 
ber of other southern States, had passed 
the sirongest laws which could be devised to de- 
feat the act of Congress forbidding the African 
slave trade, and encouraging that traffic- by all 
the means in their power; suppose, further, that 
■uthi.rn Senators, and other promi t public 



and that all through the South n 

scribed and associations formed lo defeat the law, 

;ini{ provide facilities by railroad or otherwise for 
the introduction of Africans, and mobs gotlen up 
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every one that the Abolitionists have sto 
Yes, with a shoredine of more than ten thou! 

mili;.?, millions might have been imported. This 
proc-edim; would nave been a violation of the laws 
or tin.' United States, just like that which has 
occurred with reference l.n tin; fiigiiivo slave iaw. 
In tin. case supposed, however, the southern mer 
would have had greatly the advantage on thi 
■ score both of political economy and morality. 
They might have said, with truth, that the ne- 
groes imported from Africa added to the produc- 
tion and wealth of the United Stales, while thosi 
carried North by the Abolition is is wore genera]! y 



ill no christianized in large numbers; while tin; ill 
groes carried to ihe North become' so worthies 
and so vicious, llial. many of (he States there wee 
seeking to exclude them by legislation, as torn 
munities do the ulagee and other contagions ills 
orders. And the Senator from New York, wlv 
has dec la red ; liai. il is a religious duly of the v.co 
pie of the North to violate the fugitive slave law 
and urged them, i intend ol"t3. live ring up the run 
away negroes, to pro! :et and defend them as they 
ijn tiicirpal.-rna! gods, stands up in the fare of the 

American Serial 1 complains of" violation of tin; 

laws against the African slave trade! Was there 
over such an exhibition r .1. repeat, was '.hi; likeevei 
seen since (lie creation of the world ? I may us( 
strong h-.nguage, bi,t;rnih demands it. That Sen- 
ator, too, has fully indorsed the incendiary and 
revolutionary rloei.r-ines of the Helper book, as s 
'are.-; majority of tin- m embers of his party in tin 

Such, ilu-n, Mr. President, are the \ iews of thi- 
party, as indicated alike by its declarations am 
its acts. Its members arc moving on with an ac 

cclc-ralcd veloeily. While the if moderate of 

them now occupy the ground of the Abolitionists 
twenty years ago, trios i. of them are far in advance 
of !h;u position. Oaghl we to stand still until all 
the States are as thoroughly abohtionixo'.i es .Mas- 
sachusetts now is • If not, what can be done to 
arrest the mischief? I propose, then, seriously, 
to consider this question. 

In my judgment there are two modes in which 
it can and ought to be met. The first is tin tier the 
(".'onstltu'iot!; the second may be outside of it. 

I'' aiohiionism be a popular delusion, can it not 
be dispelled by proper efforts ? Truth can over- 
come error; but to enable it to do so it must be 
properly presented to the human mind. As the 
ill] if- si ill-cry parly have acquired their present as- 
cendency by vigorous and u i dc". y -ox tended efforts, 
if they are to be overthrown, it is only by decided 
and persevering exer: 10 os on the other side. There 
are, in my opinion, sufficient conservative ele- 
ments in the free .States for this purpose, if they 
can only be properly arrayed in opposition, ft 
is nec< ssa;y that the discussion should be widely 
extended and also directed to the merits of the 
question involved. The constitutional argument 
is su^rien: lor the intelligent and honest; but if 
it. be said, for example merely, that slavery as ex- 
istitig'iu the soiil.iieii; .Siaies is a greet wrong mid 
a great evil, yet thi 



people of the North have no right to interfere with 
it, the party so defending will in the end lose 

groouit: br- causes masses of men when excited by 
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which they regard as unjust 
and criminal. They hold that " where there is a 
will, there is a way, : " and will Ion! some mode of 
action. Rut in this case the real issue is, whether 
or not the negro is the equal of the while man 
physically, intellectually, and morally? Though 
usually evaded in the discussion, this is the real 
question which lies at Ihe foundation of the con- 
troversy. If the people of the northern States 
should resirrf the negro as being the equal of the 
whin:; man, then they will continue 10 fee! a sym- 
pathy for him in shivery, and can be excited to 
efforts for hi* liberation. If, on the contrary, he 
he different in material respects from the white 
man, and also inferior, then hie case must be. de- 
cided on its own merits and not from any sup- 
nosi il analogy to that of the white man. It is not, 
as the Abolitionists in their silliness assert, a 
mere question of color or prejudice against a 
black skin. If the negro wore in fact in all other 
respects like the white man, his blackness would 
have been of no more consequence than the dif- 
ference between black and red hair or light and 
dark eyes. The feeling against him grows outof 
the fact thai he is in al I respects different, from the 
white man and inferior. When I put the ques- 
tion to any one that 1 may meet here, 'be chances 
are that he will at onee agree with me, in private 
conversation, and admit, in the language used 
some time ago by the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. 
Thumb ri.t., I that Omnipotence has made a differ- 
ence between ihe white man and the negro; and 

equality which givt 

io the anti-slavery movement. When, sir.aom* 
twelve years a.cro I, in discussion, threw out sug- 
gestions .about the difference of races, I was de- 
nounced as one who attributed injustice ft> God 
Almic.hty in alleging that He had made the ne- 
groes" inferior. \Viil any Senator on the other 
side of this Chaiuieu- loll me why it is that Prov- 
idence brings half the children lhat are bom in 
New Kugland into the world with constitutions 
so feeble that they cannot live until they are 
twenty -one yearsofage? Or will they, 'upon their 
vlews'ot'His justice, explain why it is lhat in the 
same family erne brother i< oroi nfod with a good 
constitution and slriuii' intellect, v.hiic a second 
has from his birth tin' seeds of debility and inc.ur- 

able disease, and a iiiiril is n l.al'-y imbecile or 

perhaps idiotic' Would the in justice to the feeble 
be greater if they were black men ? Are we to 
refuse to believe the facts which nature constantly 
us, because they do not harmonize 
with our iricin of the justice of" the Creator? The 
Ljible itself" does no: explain to us why it is that, 
while ten talents are given to ooe man, to another 
but a single talent is given. For the iuequaiiiy 
if the negro, I'mvid'-nee is responsible, as lie 
s for the entire creation which surrounds us. 
When human laws are in accordance with theuys- 
m of nature, they are wise; hut. if in opposition 
; i'., they are productive; only of mischief. The 
.lest.ioo is significantly asked in thi: Scripture, 
(. ■■'.■! il;.- Kihioputn change his skin or the leop- 
ard his spots?" The aneieiits expressed fbejr 
this subject in the fable which rep- 
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resented ■;< black mm us haying been killed in sr 
effort to wash him white. 

There is no middle ground which can be main 
taincd on this question. If the negro be yom 

equal, why do you exclude liim from your par- 
lors? If he hi ctjuai, your whole aiuunicit tins 

in fact lost its foundation and fails. If itoncebe 
; 1 ti r 1 1 i r ■ i ■ c i that i hi; negro is inferior, (lien the 
edifice of A! i!,! ill on ism lii -Is :u 1. 1 1 1 ■ ground, because 
it is intimiti iy iiuer woven with, anil ow'cs its vital- 
ity to, the opposite belief. Wbi'ii pressed boldly 
on this issue, tin; Abolitionists of late are trying 
to evadelit. It is a singular a nil si rising fact,; hat 
when this issue has been made in the free States 
directly, mid discussed before the neoplc, !hey 
have derided the point against l.be negro. Such 
was the case in Con nee ti out and New York on ihe 
question of suffrage, and also in the States of Illi- 
nois and Indiana on the proposition la exclude 
fti::i' negroes from those. States. In the contest, 
too, in Illinois, in tin; year I >-.">'■, which resulted 
m the trio inpli of llie rlislii ignis bed ^cntilnr from 
Illinois,, Mr. Doiiii.'.s.' ill is was the leading issue. 
Had thai. Senator contented himself with simply 
saying thai .slavery was an evil which his con- 
stituents inn! no eonsl.il.uibine.l ;-igbt to interfere 
with, I do not believe he would have been suc- 
cessful. Hut. he ii n decs ion J '.he q '..list ion, went ill 
once into the merits of it, and earned the war into 
the enemy's ranks. And his opponent early in 
the contest began to cower and shrink from his 
blows, and tried in vain to evade the issue. The 
American pennlc uiu'erstand tile negro, and where 
a direct appeal is made to them l.hov truly respond. 
Though the story of Dean .Siiil'ij in wliich, in a 
certain country, he represents the horse as being 
greatly suoericr to tbe man, is en ingenious one. 
yet it misleads nobody among us, -menus!; horses 
are so common that their qualities are under- 
stood. So the romances of the Abolitionists, 
in which they represent the negro as being equal 
and even superior to the. whit:- man, deceire no 
one familiar with tbe negro. In southern Ohio, 
for example, where free negroes are quite com- 
mon, there is hltle or ;io Abulitimikm; while in the 
n on hern part, it; which the negro is seldom seen, 
anti-shivery carries everything before it. Euro- 
pean writers know blt'e or nothing of the negro, 
and heive.e'our professors, p.-ee.elicrs, and other 
nil' i-;: bosdt-men of the North, in-..- easily led astray 
by F.ore.iieau and AmericaifAboli''— 1 -- 
people ot the country, whi 

investigation of the subject shows the negro 
inferior, and hence the principles wliie.li appiv oi 
white men cannot be extended to him. No farmer 
assumes thai what is advantageous to the hog, for 
example, is necessarily so to the sheep. To de- 
termine, therefore, what is to be done with the 
negro, you must study the uea;ro himself. Re- 
member. I do mil undertake to d-eide howorwhen 
the negro race became diil'erent from the white. 
They may, as many men of science contend, have 
been created of diil'erent suecies, or they may have 
been' rendered different since ik;i.- ereuliuii, by an 
act of Provide nee. Some plausibly say, that inas- 
much as we icar:i from tbe Scripture linn a certain 
race were r.omienitied to 1-e slaves through all time, 
the negro best fulfills this description, and hence 
take him as the representative of ilia! class. With- 
out attempting to decide who is right as to theory. 



i ot the country, who are accustomed to look 
s, arc not so readily imposed on. A thorough 
igation of the subject shows the negro to be 



I think it clear thai, tbe difference between the 
white race and the r.i'»!-c is as great as that be- 
tween certain different "species of animals of the 
same genus, that approximate each other in their 
structure and habits. Hut it is said. Do you deny 
the manhood of tne negro? .No more than I should 
deny the monkeyhuod of an ape if I should say he 
is no; a baboon, or the duckship of a muihird'if I 
deny that he is a canvas-back duck. 

Ins I end of indulging in vague, generalities about 
human liberty ami tin- rgirs of man, examine tbe 
nature and condition of tbe nc^ro himself. Tour 
thousand years ago, ii: ihe climate best suited to 
liis constitution, he was a savage and a slave. In 
his own country he stands in tbe same category 
with ivory, dales, null oilier tropin! prod nc; in mi. 
If transterred, as merelininlise, to a foreigner, he 
is usually beneiia-d by escaping from n master 
who will eat him in limes of scarcity to one who 
treats him with more leiiily and often with kind- 
ness. .Egypt was the seat of ihe earliest civilisa- 
tion known to man, and the Egyptians held the 
negro as a slave, but were not able to civilize his 
race; (hough subsequently, in contact with the 
Gnri.iiageiiiaijs, Romans, and Saracens, he still 
remained a sin age and a slave. 

In the'West Indies, mui in oilier portions of 
America white they i'.-.nu independent communi- 
ties, iiolwiihsl audi tin theudiautsgcs i hey had from 
[lie learnings of wdiite men. and' their great pow- 
ers of imitation, ihey s;-i.;m to be returning to their 
original savage state. When we turn to the free 
negroes of the United States, wlnii shall 1 say of 
them? Why northern as well as southern men, 
Canadians, rhnraeieri/e ineni as the must 



poiitieal and social privibges. Rut during the 
middle ages, it; Europe, the Jews were not only 
wisln.ui! political privileges, bo; were, as a class, 
odious anil severely [iiTsoeunal, yet I bey were, nev- 
ertheless, intelligent, euergciic,a;]d wealthy. In 
point of fact, in some portions of tbe northern 
Stales, the negro has been. made, a pet of, and but 
for his native inferiority, must have thriven and 
even become distinguished. On ihe oilier hunt], 
i! is an lndisiiinable laci that l.ue four million ne- 
groes who are held in slavery in ihe South, when 
iheit- condition is consult red with reference lolhcir 
physical well-being and comfort, their productive- 
ness as laborers, their intelligence, morality, and 
religion, stand superior to any other portion of 
their race. While tbe :n :t ' negroes in the [North, 
with fivsh accessions from abroad, dm'inish in 
tui in tiers, the slaves of the South increase as rap- 
idly as the white race, and, upon the whole, per- 
haps, add as much to the wealth of tbe country in 
wliich they are located as any equal number of 
laborers in the world. 

What tin' Abubt.innisis haie to do is to end, or 
create, a negro community which is superior to 
that of ihe slave-, ofi.he South. When ihey shall 
have done ibis, they will have hud some grounds 
for their appe :ils in be ball' of emancipation, ii lib- 
erie they have enlisted the sympathies and feel- 
ings of the North by falsely assuming that the 
negro and whin; man !iave in all respects the same 
nature. Let the inequality which the Creator has 
made be recuguhi.-il, und their system falls to the 
ground. 

But the Abolitionists sometimes say that, even 
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if it be true that the negro is inferior, for that 
reason, namely, on account of his weakness, he 
■ ought not to be enslaved. Does this reasoning 
apply So children ? The average of Imitjn 1:11: is 
less than forty years, and how can you justify 
depriving human t j . .■ : i : u: h of liberly for more than 
half that timer If children were the equals of 
adults it would he wrong to control thr~" '" : ' 
■imply because they are inferior that v 
their subjection to [lie will of others. TJ 
iples th 

control to which fie is subji 

■ When pressed on these points by an array of 
facts, the Abolitionist3 fall back on she oninions 
of Mr. Jefferson and others of the last century 
But sir.ee l.beir liny lb;; sciences I. rive made n pro- 
digious advance, and in all that relates lo tin 
peculiarities and distinctions tU.it exist between 
the different rates of men, there bus been the 
greatest progress of BI 
which has almost gri 
has made such strides as m have taken possession 
of the intellect of America. Already there 
hundreds who have adopted the doctrine to 
who believed it ten years ago. It is only lie 
sary for the true men to take it up boldly, 
press it home, and the Abolitionists c:ui be rot 
throat-hoot the North. 
Tie- shrewderi " 



rot make ldnge 



ssfnl 



the* 

injured by the 

for that reason watii.ng in mVrp rise and" industry. 

To Ihnl argument 1 have this So say in reply. 
Where, Mr. lbi si lie lit, in nil history was :l. li nowil 

enee of benevolence, as to cause it to make war 

upon another merely l.o compel the i in lion a stacked 
to become more enterprising and prosperous? 
Who has invaded Sivrlu or T-.ti-iii-y to compel the 
Spaniards or Turks to become mure industrious 
and thrifty ? Will any one gravely pretend that 
this torrent of fanaticism in the .North has no 
other origin, except a desire to compel l.be people 
of I lie South to be m ire industrious, and to take 
better care of their own interest, and be more 
attentive to their own business? The idea is 
preposterous. I have no doubt but that misrep- 
resentation:! on l.bese points have contributed to 
strengthen the anti-sin very party. But, sir, is 
there ;.ir:v dilar-uiH in niakiiv.; a conmlcte del'ense 
on this poins • Willi no wish, Mr. President, to 
wound the sensibilities of any one, or to claim 
superiority for my section. Ice us, nevertheless, 
look nt some of the principal facts. One of 






of the prosperity of a country and i 
ly condition is the progress of its nomilr 

Ct.nnnare N;' 1 population of the fifit- e 



hold, eg Stales with" thai, of all the free Slates as 
shown' by the census of ld40ani! of 1S50, toe last 
decade ascertained. If we deduct from both sec- 
tions the foreign emigrant population, which is 
an accidental inrremmii, it will be found that the 
slavrholdinij; Slavs have i ni-rcnsed-- much faster 
in population than the free States. 

Again, sir, a fair estimate of the wealth of the 
two sections will show that the citizen* .if tin- 
southern States are as rich per Jiead, I think in 



fact richer than those of the free States. It was 
also shown by Mr. Branch, a colleague of mine, 
some two years i.ni, that of the old Atlantic 
States the slaveholding had more miles of railroad 
in prnporliou lo their white population than the 
free Stales. There are other evidences of our 
material wealth, to which I will presently advert. 
On the score of morals, it may be said that we 
have fewer criminals and paupers, and, propor- 
tionally, church accommodations for a larger num- 
ber of members. 

It is said, however, that any one who merely 
looks at the two seel ions will see the inferiority 
of the southern system. Got you must remember 
that our population is extended over a territory 
of nine hundred Ihousuud miles in exlonl, while 
many of the northern States have a dense popu- 
lation. It is- the tendency of an agricultural 
people, Willi an unlimited area, to extend itself 
ro[ii(!'y at ties'., while cool mere ■ ar.d mariuliictii res 
con rent rate population. Tried by this standard, 
any one of a (Wen monarchies which 1 passed 
through, during the pas!, so miner, has the ad van- 
tage of any portion of the Union. Even in Italy, 
oppressed as ;t ht'.s been for a.^cs.. in its agricul- 
tural landscape can bring lo .shame life besl cul- 
tivated Slule of ."New England. According to the 
logic, of she A boiiiiooisis. tie se Stales ought to be 
placed under the dominion of the House of Aus- 
tria or the Pope of Rome. The entire Stale of 
Massachu sells is noL la;ger !hn;-i one of the con- 
gressional districts of No i-i 1 1 Carolina. Where a 
million of people are brought within a small area, 
the eye of an observer rests on many habitations 
and fields. In time, the whole Union, if filled with 
people, may be superior to the best cultivated 
parts of Europe: but even now, the mhabilanls of 
sparscly-setlled districts have as much Health aod 

mfiir;, all things being considered, as those who 









Atr, 



of 



history have ihe souWiern Stales been n 
prosperous than nt present, and even during the 
commercial siresserc of 1657 which has so seri- 
ously affected the northern States. 

I do not, however, propose, Mr. Preside.!]!, to 
enter- into a general argument on these topics, but 
to main lain that tin- conservative men of the North 
have within their reach facts enough to establish 
iwo propositions. The first is, that the negro, 
■■• she condition of slavery, is not a pr.oser uejec! 
lor sympathy, and is, in fan, benefited by his 
subjection. The second one is, that the white 
nice are not injured by the institution; that the 
southern States constitute, in the- aggregate, u 
prosperous community, and ought not 10 be the 
subject of denunciation at i he North. Should this 
be made to appear, ibcn, whatever of rc.a.l feeling 
e\isls against us will he diminished, and, in that 
event, we may expect that persons who, like the 
Senator from New York, [\] r. Seward,] patron- 
ize abolition from such motivt s as induce a jockey 
on a race-course to hack the horse that he thinks 
likely lo win — all such persons, I say, will find 
it expedient lo abandon a nli -slavery agitation as 
a trade. To Vifect such resulls, however, She 
friends of the Constitution in the North must 
make up their minds to undergo the labor of a 
thorough canvass of their region against the anti- 
slavery men, and by proper publications refute 
their misrepresentations. 

The Abolitionists declaim constantly against 
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water, is being rapidly edu fated, and is nheady 
far advanced to a stable free system. The Swiss 

find tin: liclgiansare boasting of the resemblances 
of their Governments and oura. Every where, too, 
are our countrymen distinguished and recognized 

for their intellectual activity and energy. The 
people abroad have, perhaps, e.x iterated ider.s 
of our immense progress, our vast power, nrirj 
growing ascendency m l.hc civilized world. The 
mass, s, nr.''SSf:[] down by military conscriptions 
and inordinate taxation, took with pride and con- 
fidence to the great A.mencan Republic, that in 
tune they hope will dominate over the cart.li and 
break the power of its kings. But the .Senator' 
from .New York, [Mr. Seward,] and those who 
act with him. have determined that these hopes 
shall no longer lie cherished, and that our system 
sliiili fall, to gratify the wishes and meet the news 
of the Uritish Exeter Hall anti-slavery society. 
He holds thai oar Government has hitherto been 
administered in "violation of the divine law," and 
that our former institutions must give way to the 
"fiie-fcer laic,", abolitionism, and free negroism. 
This Is the issue we arc nowr-alled upon to meet. 
Should the decision, of the ides of November 
be adverse to the fortunes of the Republic, it will 
become the high duty of Die South, at least, to 
protect itself. Northern gentlemen, I believe, 
with great unanimity say that if the conditions 
were reversed, thev would not be willing to sub- 
mit for a moment; and many, like Mr. Fillmore, 



do us the JU: 
ness or folly ._ .. . 

to be governed by such a Chief Mi 
Fremont. The general tone of feeling in the 
South, and the rapid formation of vigilance com- 
mittees and mil Mary companies, indicate that our 
people have not forgotten the lessons of the Rev- 



any such necessity, i 



t among the 
npt to resist. 



, _ ttle upon the old platform of prin- 

ciples, and, waiving all past issues, heartily 
support the standard-; i ;-a:er who may be selected. 
Iiut tbe fate of the country mainly depends upon 
the success which may crown the efforts of those 
brave and patriotic men in the North, who, in 
spite of the odds arrayed against them, have so 
long maintained tin uianiaal struggle against the 
anti-slavery current. They fight under a flag 
which waves in every State of the Union. Should 
it fall, it carries with it an older and a still more 
honored emblem— thatbanner under which Wash- 
ington marched ;o victory, which Jackson main- 
tained triumphantly, and which has been borne 
gallandy and gloriously over every sea. I have 
still confidence in the good fortune of the United 
States, and in view of the many providential 
occurrences in the past, still anticipate a triumph 
for the Republic. 
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